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Research Article

Assessing the Role of the Traditional Loya Jirga in Shaping Political
Stability and Instability in Afghanistan
(A Historical Study from the Daoud Khan Period to the Najibullah Regime)

Atiqullah Rahimi®, Rohollah Eslami?”, seyyed Hossein Athari®, Mehdi Najafzadeh*

Abstract
The Loya Jirga, as a traditional-political institution, has played a significant
role in shaping major political developments and high-level decision-making
processes in Afghanistan. Given the prevailing discourse of tradition over
modernity in the country, this institution holds particular importance. The
central question of this study is whether the Loya Jirga contributed to political
stability during the period from Mohammad Daoud Khan’s rule to that of Dr.
Najibullah, or conversely, whether it exacerbated political instability due to
conflicts with the interests of various groups and ongoing political crises. This
research employs a descriptive-analytical method and relies on library-based
sources. The findings indicate that the Loya Jirga, rooted in Afghanistan’s
tribal and cultural traditions, failed to effectively promote political stability
during the specified period. This ineffectiveness is largely attributed to factors
such as the lack of transparency in member selection, limited public
participation, and the instrumental use of the Loya Jirga by ruling authorities.
Rather than functioning as a stabilizing force, it was primarily utilized as a tool
to legitimize regimes.

Keywords: Loya Jirga, political stability, political instability, Mohammad
Daoud Khan, Dr. Najibullah, Afghanistan.
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