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stages of the criminal process—from the initiation of prosecution to the
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the collection of evidence, participating through legal representatives, and
presenting views and concerns during the proceedings.
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criminal justice and has acknowledged victims as one of the fundamental
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Introduction

Victimological studies led, for the first time, to the inclusion of a role for victims as witnesses in
international criminal proceedings, as provided in the statutes of the former Yugoslavia and
Rwanda. The establishment of the International Criminal Court, with the purpose of addressing
the gravest international crimes: such as genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, and
aggression, and ensuring the protection of victims under its statutes, resulted in the provision of
extensive rights and a prominent role for victims of such crimes. In this context, the present study
seeks to answer the fundamental question: What is the role of victims in the judicial process of the
International Criminal Court? Drawing upon data collected through library-based research, this
paper adopts a descriptive-analytical method to investigate the issue.

The significance and necessity of this research stem from the fact that victimological studies
remain relatively new and underexplored within the literature of criminal law and the broader
history of criminal justice thought. A systematic and scholarly exploration of the normative and
legal role of victims in criminal proceedings is one of the central themes in the pursuit of criminal
justice. Accordingly, understanding the normative and legal status of victims in the context of
ICC proceedings represents a critical turning point in the development of modern criminal justice
theory and highlights the relevance of this study.

The present research aims to explore two closely related issues: first, to understand and define
the legal standing of victims in the procedural framework of the International Criminal Court, and
second, to examine the significance of the Rome Statute within the broader legal structure
governing international criminal justice. Although a number of sources and academic articles
have addressed aspects of this topic, none have offered a comprehensive analysis of the status and
role of victims throughout the ICC’s judicial process.

Findings

Before the 1970s, the prevailing concepts of criminal justice revolved almost exclusively around
the offender, while the role of the victim as a central component of the justice system remained
largely obscure and unacknowledged. In other words, the functioning of the legal and criminal
justice apparatus failed to give appropriate and adequate attention to the victim. Within this
framework, studies in criminology and criminal justice also focused primarily on the perpetrator.
However, the adoption of the Rome Statute and the establishment of the International Criminal
Court (ICC) marked a turning point, as attention began to extend beyond the offender to include
the victim as well. This shift raised an important question: can the victim, too, play an active role
within the framework of legal policy? This question forms the foundation of the current study.

The results of this research indicate that, under the framework of the International Criminal
Court, the victim holds a distinct normative status, encompassing four key roles: the right to
propose the initiation of prosecutions, participation in the collection of evidence and legal
proceedings, the ability to request appropriate sentencing, and the right to appeal decisions and
procedures of the Court. These findings affirm that the ICC, through formal recognition of these
roles, has incorporated a victim-centered support policy within its procedural system.

Moreover, the findings demonstrate that the victim's legal involvement in ICC proceedings
can be categorized into these four significant roles: (1) actively contributing to the initiation of
prosecutions, (2) participating in the collection of evidence and judicial processes, (3) submitting
sentencing proposals, and (4) appealing judgments and procedural decisions. By defining and
institutionalizing these four aspects, the ICC has effectively endorsed a supportive approach that
acknowledges and legitimizes the role of victims within its legal proceedings.

A comparison between the present study and previous research reveals a degree of
consistency in findings with earlier works, including studies by Zeynali and Maqdasi, Salehi,
Samani et al., and Alizadeh. Nonetheless, the distinguishing feature of this research lies in its dual
perspective: on the one hand, it critically evaluates the marginal treatment of victims in prior
studies, and on the other, it offers a foundational analysis of the normative and legal role of the
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victim within the framework of the Rome Statute. In doing so, this study addresses the conceptual
and analytical gaps identified in earlier literature. In short, the present research provides a

thorough examination of the victim’s role in international criminal proceedings, with particular
emphasis on the legal structure and practices of the International Criminal Court.

Results

The role and rights of victims in criminal proceedings at the international level were largely
absent from the literature of criminal justice. It was only after the emergence of victimology
studies and epistemological developments in criminal justice thought following the 1970s that the
status of the victim began to be acknowledged. This recognition became more formalized in 1998,
with the drafting and adoption of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC),
which granted victims a distinctive position within the framework of international criminal
justice.

A legal and normative analysis of the role of victims in international criminal proceedings—
particularly within the framework of the ICC—reveals that victims have attained a recognized
legal status. Broadly speaking, their legal role in the criminal process can be categorized into four
key dimensions:

Active participation in proposing the initiation of prosecution; Involvement in the collection
of evidence and participation in criminal proceedings; Submitting sentencing proposals against
perpetrators; and The right to appeal judicial decisions and procedural practices of criminal
courts. These four legal dimensions, as embedded in the Rome Statute, have contributed to a
normative shift that recognizes and legitimizes the role of victims in international criminal
proceedings. Accordingly, victims have acquired legal standing to take part in initiating
prosecutions, to contribute to the evidentiary process, to request sentencing, and to object to the
judgments and practices of international criminal tribunals—both in terms of the severity of
punishment and the substance of legal outcomes.
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