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Background and Objective: This study examines the enforcement
mechanisms stipulated in Chapter VII of the Charter of the United
Nations, particularly various forms of economic sanctions and
military interventions imposed against legal persons, especially
states. It seeks to analyze these mechanisms, identify their
challenges, and propose appropriate solutions.

Method: This research was conducted using a descriptive—analytical
method. Drawing upon library-based sources and data analysis, it
seeks to answer the following question: How can the performance of
international enforcement mechanisms in maintaining international
peace and security and combating international crimes be evaluated?
Findings: The findings indicate that although the Security Council’s
use of international enforcement mechanisms has, in some cases,
contributed to the realization of the objectives of the Charter, its
overall performance cannot be assessed positively due to the
politicization of the Security Council and the political use of the veto
power by its permanent members.

Conclusion: In order to overcome this situation and to restore the
Security Council’s genuine and effective role, as well as to improve
the functioning of international enforcement mechanisms, it is
essential that the positions adopted by Security Council members be
grounded in the Charter and directed toward safeguarding collective
international interests, free from political considerations.
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1. Introduction

The preservation of international peace and security has long been regarded as one of
the fundamental objectives of the international legal order. Following the devastating
consequences of the two World Wars, the establishment of the United Nations marked a
turning point in the development of mechanisms designed to prevent international
conflicts and ensure collective security. In this regard, Chapter VII of the Charter of the
United Nations provides the Security Council with extensive authority to adopt coercive
measures against states and other legal persons whose actions threaten international
peace and security. These measures include economic sanctions, diplomatic restrictions,
political isolation, and, in certain circumstances, military interventions.

The increasing complexity of international relations and the emergence of
transnational threats such as terrorism, organized crime, genocide, and crimes against
humanity have expanded the scope and significance of international criminal
enforcement mechanisms. Consequently, the Security Council has frequently relied on
sanctions and coercive measures to compel states and other actors to comply with
international obligations. However, the effectiveness and legitimacy of these
mechanisms have become subjects of serious debate among scholars and practitioners
of international law. While some researchers argue that sanctions and military
interventions are necessary tools for preserving global order, others maintain that these
measures often reflect political interests rather than genuine commitments to justice and
collective security.

Several studies have examined the legal and political dimensions of international
sanctions and enforcement mechanisms. For example, Bianchi (2006) emphasized the
legitimacy challenges associated with anti-terrorism measures adopted by the Security
Council, while Pogge (2010) discussed the structural inequalities underlying
international political practices. Similarly, Tan (2017) and Walker (2016) analyzed the
relationship between global justice and international legal structures. Persian-language
studies have also focused on issues such as the legal limitations of Security Council
sanctions, the concept of international responsibility, and the legitimacy of collective
enforcement measures.

Despite the extensive literature on sanctions and international responsibility, there
remains a significant gap concerning the comprehensive evaluation of international
criminal enforcement mechanisms against legal persons, particularly from the
perspective of balancing collective security with principles of justice and legality.
Therefore, the present study seeks to address the following main question: How can the
performance of international criminal enforcement mechanisms in preserving
international peace and security and combating international crimes be evaluated?

The principal hypothesis of the research is that although international enforcement
mechanisms have occasionally contributed to maintaining peace and preventing
international crimes, their overall effectiveness has been weakened by political
considerations, selective implementation, and the misuse of veto power within the
Security Council. Accordingly, the study aims to identify the legal and political
challenges associated with these mechanisms and to propose practical solutions for
improving their effectiveness and legitimacy within the framework of international law.




[ ol ey aslg g (smilonw ¢ g olalllao Malleym ol ] (&

WY | odyom VE-0 Ll sl 65Les O by 10 8,90 °

2. Methodology

This research was conducted using a descriptive—analytical method based on qualitative
analysis of legal documents, academic sources, and international legal practices. The
study primarily relies on library-based research and examines both Persian and English
sources related to international law, international criminal responsibility, sanctions, and
collective security mechanisms under the Charter of the United Nations.

The research design is theoretical and analytical in nature. Data were collected
through the examination of books, scholarly journal articles, doctoral dissertations,
international treaties, Security Council resolutions, and relevant legal documents.
Special attention was devoted to the provisions of Chapter VII of the Charter of the
United Nations and the legal authority of the Security Council concerning the adoption
of coercive measures against states and other legal entities.

The analytical framework of the study is based on evaluating the effectiveness,
legitimacy, and legal consequences of international enforcement mechanisms. The
research further investigates the relationship between international sanctions and the
principles of justice, sovereignty, proportionality, and collective security. Comparative
analysis of selected cases involving economic sanctions and military interventions was
also utilized to assess the practical outcomes of Security Council measures.

The study does not employ statistical sampling because its primary focus is
conceptual and doctrinal analysis rather than empirical measurement. Instead, the
research seeks to interpret and evaluate legal norms and international practices through
critical examination of scholarly perspectives and institutional behavior.

3. Results

The findings of the research indicate that international criminal enforcement
mechanisms constitute one of the principal instruments available to the international
community for preserving international peace and security. These mechanisms,
particularly those authorized under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations,
provide the Security Council with broad powers to respond to threats against
international stability through economic sanctions, political restrictions, diplomatic
measures, and military interventions.

One of the primary findings of the study is that economic sanctions have become the
most frequently utilized enforcement mechanism in contemporary international
relations. Such sanctions are generally intended to compel states to comply with
international obligations without resorting to direct military confrontation. In several
cases, sanctions have successfully pressured governments into negotiations or policy
changes. Nevertheless, the research demonstrates that economic sanctions often impose
severe humanitarian consequences on civilian populations rather than political elites. In
many sanctioned states, restrictions on trade, banking systems, and essential goods have
contributed to poverty, inflation, unemployment, and limited access to healthcare and
humanitarian resources.

Another important finding concerns the selective implementation of sanctions and
coercive measures by the Security Council. The research reveals that political interests
of permanent members significantly influence decision-making processes within the
Council. The veto power has repeatedly prevented collective action in situations
involving serious violations of international law. As a result, similar international crises
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have often received inconsistent responses depending on the geopolitical interests of
influential states. This inconsistency has weakened the legitimacy and credibility of
international criminal enforcement mechanisms.

The findings further indicate that military interventions authorized under Chapter
VIl have generated complex legal and humanitarian debates. Although certain
interventions have contributed to the protection of civilians and restoration of order,
others have resulted in prolonged instability, destruction of infrastructure, displacement
of populations, and erosion of state sovereignty. In some instances, military
interventions exceeded the original mandates established by Security Council
resolutions, thereby raising questions regarding proportionality, legality, and
accountability.

The study also demonstrates that the current structure of the Security Council limits
the effectiveness of international criminal justice. The unequal distribution of power
among permanent and non-permanent members undermines the principle of sovereign
equality among states. Moreover, the dominance of political considerations over legal
principles has hindered the impartial implementation of enforcement mechanisms.

Another significant finding relates to the conceptual ambiguity surrounding the
criminal responsibility of legal persons under international law. Although states may be
subjected to sanctions and coercive measures, the absence of a comprehensive and
universally accepted framework for international criminal responsibility of legal entities
creates legal uncertainty. Existing mechanisms primarily focus on state responsibility
rather than criminal accountability in the strict legal sense.

The study additionally reveals that the effectiveness of international enforcement
mechanisms largely depends on international cooperation and institutional legitimacy.
Where broad international consensus exists, sanctions and collective measures tend to
produce more effective outcomes. Conversely, unilateral actions or politically motivated
sanctions often face resistance and reduce the overall effectiveness of international law.
The findings therefore suggest that international criminal enforcement mechanisms
simultaneously reflect both the strengths and weaknesses of the contemporary
international legal order. While they remain essential tools for responding to threats
against peace and security, their practical implementation continues to suffer from
structural, political, and humanitarian challenges.

4. Conclusion

The present study aimed to examine international criminal enforcement mechanisms
against legal persons, particularly states, within the framework of the Charter of the
United Nations. The findings indicate that although economic sanctions and military
interventions have occasionally contributed to the preservation of international peace
and security, their effectiveness remains limited by political selectivity, structural
inequalities, and inconsistent implementation within the Security Council.

The research demonstrates that the politicization of the Security Council and the
strategic use of veto power by permanent members constitute major obstacles to the
realization of justice and equality in the international legal system. These findings are
consistent with previous studies emphasizing the legitimacy crisis of international
enforcement mechanisms and the tension between political interests and collective
security objectives.
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The study further concludes that economic sanctions frequently generate humanitarian
consequences that disproportionately affect civilian populations, thereby raising ethical
and legal concerns regarding proportionality and human rights protection. Similarly,
military interventions carried out under the authority of the Security Council often
produce long-term political and social instability despite their intended objectives.

In order to improve the legitimacy and effectiveness of international criminal
enforcement mechanisms, the study proposes several recommendations. First, structural
reforms should be introduced within the Security Council to reduce excessive political
influence and strengthen accountability. Second, the use of veto power in cases
involving serious international crimes should be restricted. Third, greater emphasis
should be placed on targeted sanctions designed to minimize humanitarian harm.
Finally, stronger international cooperation and adherence to the principles of the Charter
of the United Nations are necessary to ensure fair and consistent implementation of
international law.
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