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Background and Obijectives: Inheritance rules in the Abrahamic religions,
beyond regulating the transfer of property after death, reflect each religion’s
family structure, system of financial responsibility, and underlying social
values. The objective of this study is to conduct a comparative examination of
inheritance laws in Islam (with particular emphasis on Hanafi jurisprudence),
Judaism, and Christianity, and to elucidate their fundamental similarities and
differences with regard to the allocation of shares, protection of family
members, and mechanisms for resolving conflicts among heirs’ shares.
Methodology: This research adopts a library-based and documentary
analytical approach. Data were collected from primary sources (the Holy
Qur’an, the Torah, and selected Christian texts), as well as authoritative juristic
and legal works, and were comparatively examined through a descriptive—
analytical framework.

Findings: The findings indicate that in Islam, the determination of fixed and
clearly defined shares for heirs, together with the limitation of testamentary
disposition to one-third of the estate, establishes an orderly framework for
safeguarding heirs’ rights and reducing familial disputes. Within Hanafi
jurisprudence, principles such as ‘awl (adjustment in cases of overlapping
shares) and radd (the return of surplus shares in the absence of agnatic heirs)
play a significant role in completing the computational system of the law of
inheritance (fara’id). In the absence of agnatic heirs, these mechanisms may
enhance the shares of Qur’anic heirs, including women. In Judaism, priority
given to patrilineal transmission of property and the precedence of sons in the
classical model are prominent; nevertheless, mechanisms such as the ketubah
and family financial obligations serve protective functions for women and
daughters. In Christianity, a binding religious system for the allocation of
material inheritance is less evident; the distribution of estates is generally
delegated to wills and civil laws, while theological discourse places greater
emphasis on the concept of “spiritual inheritance.”

Conclusion: The study concludes that the Islamic inheritance system—
particularly within the framework of Hanafi jurisprudence—demonstrates
greater structural comprehensiveness and efficiency due to the transparency of
shares, the orderly computational structure, and mechanisms designed to limit
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conflicts. At the same time, in Jewish and Christian traditions, legal
developments and civil instruments play a decisive role in aligning inheritance
rules with contemporary social needs.
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Introduction

Inheritance constitutes one of the most significant legal and social institutions in human
societies, playing a fundamental role in the distribution of wealth, the continuity of
family structures, and the realization of economic justice. Divine religions, as normative
systems, have each regulated posthumous financial relations in distinctive ways. Among
these religions, Islam, Christianity, and Judaism—owing to their shared Abrahamic
roots and, at the same time, their fundamental differences in legal structures—provide a
suitable framework for a comparative study of inheritance laws.

In Islamic jurisprudence, inheritance rules occupy a privileged position and are
regulated through a precise, calculable system grounded in the definitive texts of the
Holy Qur’an. By specifying fixed shares for heirs, this system leaves minimal room for
discretionary intervention. In contrast, in Judaism, although clear rules of succession
exist, priority is generally accorded to male heirs; nevertheless, mechanisms such as the
ketubah and halakhic wills are envisaged to provide economic protection for women. In
Christianity, due to the absence of a detailed juristic system governing inheritance
within the sacred texts, civil laws have largely replaced explicit religious prescriptions.
A review of the existing literature indicates that numerous studies have examined
inheritance systems within each of these religions independently; however,
comprehensive comparative research—particularly within the Persian-language
scholarly context—remains limited and fragmented. This gap in the literature
underscores the necessity of a systematic and comparative investigation. The principal
research question of the present study is: What are the fundamental similarities and
differences among inheritance laws in Islam, Christianity, and Judaism, and what legal
and social implications do these differences entail? The study hypothesizes that
divergences in theological foundations and sources of legislation have led to the
formation of distinct inheritance models in these three religions, even though all
ultimately aim at ensuring a form of justice and social order.

Methodology

This study is qualitative in nature and employs a descriptive—analytical and comparative
approach. Research data were collected through documentary and library-based
methods and include religious texts (the Holy Qur’an, the Old Testament, and the New
Testament), classical Islamic and Jewish juristic works, as well as relevant civil laws
governing Christian societies. Data analysis is based on a conceptual and structural
comparison of inheritance rules across the three religious systems. With due regard for
scholarly integrity, similarities and differences are examined through shared themes and
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components. This research does not involve a statistical population or field sample;

rather, its validity rests on theoretical coherence, the reliability of sources, and the rigor
of textual analysis.

Results

The findings demonstrate that the Islamic inheritance system is characterized by a high
degree of coherence, transparency, and certainty. By allocating specific shares to heirs
such as children, parents, and spouses, the Holy Qur’an establishes a mathematically
structured and binding system. In this framework, fixed shares are expressed as
determined fractions that are not subject to alteration except within specific juristic
rules, such as ‘aw! (proportional reduction in cases of competing shares) and ta ‘sib
(agnatic succession). Moreover, impediments to inheritance—such as difference of
religion, homicide of the deceased, and slavery—play a decisive role in determining
eligibility.

In Jewish jurisprudence, inheritance is fundamentally based on the patrilineal line,

with sons holding priority. Daughters inherit in the absence of male offspring or through
supplementary legal mechanisms. One of the most significant of these mechanisms is
the marriage contract (ketubah), which secures the husband’s financial obligations in
cases of divorce or death. In addition, the halakhic will allows for a more flexible
transfer of property and partially mitigates structural inequalities.
In Christianity, particularly within Western traditions, the Bible does not provide
detailed and binding instructions regarding inheritance. Consequently, civil laws have
supplanted religious norms. For instance, under the Succession Act of 1925, the
surviving spouse is entitled to a specific and substantial share of the estate, which varies
depending on the presence or absence of children. This reflects a shift in the authority
regulating inheritance relations from religious institutions to the state in Christian
societies.

Comparative analysis indicates that Islam exhibits the highest degree of text-
centeredness, Judaism employs a combination of textual rules and contractual
mechanisms, and Christianity relies predominantly on customary and civil legal
systems. Nevertheless, all three systems seek to preserve family stability and prevent
financial disputes after death.

Conclusion

The present study aimed to elucidate and compare inheritance laws in Islam,
Christianity, and Judaism, demonstrating that differences in sources of legislation and
theological foundations have led to the development of distinct legal models. The
findings indicate that the Islamic system, grounded directly in revelation, possesses a
coherent structure that allows little scope for expansive interpretation, whereas Judaism
benefits from greater flexibility through contractual institutions, and Christianity has, in
practice, delegated the regulation of inheritance to civil law.

These results align with much of the existing scholarship that emphasizes the text-
centered nature of Islamic jurisprudence and the secularization of Christian legal
systems. The novelty of the present research lies in placing these three systems side by
side within a unified analytical framework and highlighting their respective social
implications. It is recommended that future studies empirically examine the impact of
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these inheritance systems on gender justice and wealth distribution in contemporary
societies.
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! and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you. New International
Version (NIV).

2 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ. New International Version (NIV).
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