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1. Introduction
The Introduction section should be structured into clear, well-organized paragraphs and must include the following elements:
1. Background and Significance: Provide a concise explanation of the research problem, its context, and its importance within the field;
2. Brief Literature Review: Summarize key findings from relevant prior studies, highlighting what has already been established;
3. Research Gap: Clearly identify the limitations, unanswered questions, or underexplored areas in the existing literature that your study aims to address;
4. Objectives and Research Questions/Hypotheses: State the primary objective of the study. For qualitative research, specify the research question(s). For quantitative research, formulate and present the hypothesis or hypotheses to be tested;
5. Contribution of the Study: Explain the potential academic, practical, or policy-related contributions of the research and why the findings will be useful;
Note: The introduction should comprise approximately 5–10% of the total manuscript length. Ensure the writing is clear, coherent, and logically structured, and support statements with citations from credible and up-to-date sources.

2. Conceptual Framework
The Conceptual Framework should clearly:
1. Define Key Concepts: Provide precise and operational definitions of all major concepts and constructs used in the study;
2. Explain Relationships: Describe how these concepts are related to one another and how they interact within the context of the research problem;
3. Justify the Framework: Present the theoretical or empirical rationale for selecting this particular framework and explain its relevance to the study objectives.
Note: This section is required for qualitative studies and strongly recommended for mixed-methods designs, while it remains optional for purely quantitative studies.


3. Research Methodology
The Research Methodology section must provide sufficient detail to allow replication of the study and should include the following components:
1. Research Design: Clearly specify the type of study (e.g., qualitative, quantitative, or mixed-methods), the theoretical framework guiding the research, and the rationale for selecting this design;
2. Population and Sampling: Describe the target population, sampling method, sample size, and relevant characteristics of the sample (for quantitative studies);
3. Data Collection Instruments: Present the instruments used for data collection (both qualitative and quantitative), discuss their validity and reliability, and describe any translation or adaptation procedures if applicable;
4. Data Collection Procedures: Indicate the setting and time frame of data collection, outline the process followed, and specify any ethical considerations during data collection;
5. Data Analysis Methods: Explain the techniques used for analyzing qualitative and or quantitative data, the software employed, and the sequential steps of analysis;
6. Ethical Considerations: Provide information on ethical approval (if required), confidentiality safeguards, and participants’ right to voluntary participation (especially for field-based and quantitative studies).


4. Findings / Results
The Findings section must present the results clearly, systematically, and in a way that allows readers to understand the evidence supporting the study’s claims:
1. Quantitative Studies: Include tables, charts, statistical indicators, and results of hypothesis testing;
2. Qualitative Studies: Present the main themes, categories, and representative direct quotations from participants where relevant;
Notes: Results must be reported clearly and consistently, with appropriate references to tables and figures. Table titles should be placed above the tables, while figure titles should be placed below the figures.

5. Discussion
The Discussion section should:
1. Interpret the results and link them back to the research questions or hypotheses;
2. Compare findings with previous studies, explaining similarities, differences, and implications;
3. Discuss unexpected findings, highlight the theoretical and practical significance of the results, and address the limitations of the study.


6. Conclusion and Recommendations

6.1 Conclusion
Provide a concise synthesis of the key findings, emphasizing their significance in light of the study’s objectives, research questions, and/or hypotheses.

6.2 Recommendations
1. Practical Recommendations: Suggest applications of the findings in professional practice, policy-making, or social contexts;
2. Research Recommendations: Suggest directions for future research building upon the current study.
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Example for Books:

In-text citation:
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In-text citation:
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In-text citation:
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Example for Interviews:
Appear only in the text and are not included in the reference list:
(Karimi, personal interview, September 10, 2024).

Note: All other references should be formatted according to the APA 6th Edition guidelines. 
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